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  Abstract:  The recent increase in popularity of Sudoku puzzles made us wonder: how many distinct Sudoku puzzles are there?  When will we run out?  Counting the number of distinct complete Sudoku puzzles involves a lot of interesting mathematics.  It brings together combinatorics and group theory.  We will discuss our efforts to count the number of distinct Sudoku puzzles and the mathematics behind this interesting counting problem, as well as some of obstacles we encountered.  Most of this talk should be accessible to mathematics students of all levels.

